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5. Classification  
 
Ownership of Property: Private; Public-local  
 
Category of Property: District 
 
Number of Resources within Property  
 

Contributing Noncontributing  

172 50 buildings 

0 0 sites 

24 0 structures 

1 0 objects 

197 50 total 

 
Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register: 37 (see list, page 5) 

 
6. Function or Use  
 
Historic Functions (see continuation sheets 6-7) 
 
Current Function (see continuation sheets 6-7) 
  
7. Description  
 

Architectural Classification:  
Mid-19th Century: Gothic Revival 
Late Victorian: Romanesque, Italianate 
Late19th and 20th Century Revivals: Classical Revival, Beaux Arts Classicism, Late Gothic Revival, 

Mission/Spanish Colonial Revival, Italian Renaissance  
Late 19th and 20th Century American Movements: Chicago Style, Commercial Style, Skyscraper 
Modern Movement: Art Deco. Moderne, New Formalism, Corporate Modernism 
NO STYLE 
MIXED 
 
Principal Exterior Materials: Brick, Stone, Stucco, Glass, Metal  

  
Narrative Description (see continuation sheets 13-57) 
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8. Statement of Significance  
 
Applicable National Register Criteria: A, C  
 
Criteria Considerations: NA 
 
Areas of Significance: Architecture, Community Planning and Development, Commerce   
 
Period of Significance: 1854-1970 
 
Significant Dates: 1921, 1930, 1939-1941, 1968, 1970 
 
Significant Person (only if criterion b is marked): NA   
 
Cultural Affiliation (only if criterion d is marked): NA   
 
Architect/Builder: Ayers, Atlee B.; Giles, Aflred; Gordon, James Riely; Hugman, Robert H. H.; Green, 

Herbert; Adams & Adams; Millard Sheets 
 
Narrative Statement of Significance (see continuation sheets 58-76) 
  
9. Major Bibliographic References  
 
Bibliography (see continuation sheets 77-78) 
 
Previous documentation on file (NPS):  

_  preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.  
_  previously listed in the National Register  
_  previously determined eligible by the National Register  
_  designated a National Historic Landmark  
_  recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #  
_  recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #  

 

Primary location of additional data:  
x  State historic preservation office (Texas Historical Commission, Austin) 
_  Other state agency  
_  Federal agency  
x  Local government  
_  University  
x  Other -- Specify Repository: San Antonio Conservation Society 

 

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): NA  
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10. Geographical Data  
 
Acreage of Property: 214 acres 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates:  (see continuation sheet 81) 
  
Verbal Boundary Description:  (see continuation sheets 79-80) 
 

Boundary Justification: The proposed boundaries incorporate previously-unlisted areas which 
contribute to the significance for Downtown San Antonio. These boundaries have been selected to 
include the largest number of contributing properties and properties with a high degree of integrity. The 
boundaries have also been selected to include portions of the San Antonio River which features major 
public improvements that have shaped the development of Downtown San Antonio. The north boundary 
of the La Villita Historic District (NRHP 1971) is not well-defined, so the boundary of this district extends 
to Villita Street between S. Presa and S. Alamo. 

  
  
11. Form Prepared By   
 
Name/title: Cory Edwards, Jenny Hay, PhD, and Claudia Guerra, with NR Coordinator Gregory Smith 
Organization: City of San Antonio Office of Historic Preservation    
Street & number: 1901 S Alamo      
City or Town: San Antonio State: Texas Zip Code: 78204 
Email: cory.edwards@sanantonio.gov 
Telephone: 210-207-1496 
Date: June 2016 
 
  
Additional Documentation  
 
Maps   (see continuation sheets 82-87) 
 
Photographs  (see continuation sheets 88-132) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to 
nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is 
required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time for 
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate 
or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. St., NW, Washington, DC.
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Section 5 (continued) 

 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register: 37 (see list below) 

Identifier  Address Resource Name Year Listed 

101807 314 / 316 E Commerce St.  (Old) Alamo National Bank Bldg. 1984 

1046455 105 N St. Marys St. Alamo National Bank Bldg. 2006 

101332 104 N St. Marys St. Aztec Theater and Building 1992 

104134 213 Broadway    Barr Bldg. 1985 

103857 200 / 204 E Houston St.  Brady Bldg. - Empire Theater 1999 

103832 152 E Pecan   Builders Exchange 1994 

104123 401 E Houston St.  Burns Bldg. 1999 

104149 202-214 Broadway    Calcasieu Building 1996 

1061705 603 Navarro St.   Central Trust Building 1982 

103841 201 N St. Marys St. City Public Service Company Building 1995 

1013635 239 E Commerce St.  First National Bank Bldg. 1972 

101734 214 W Salinas   Garcia-Garza House 1983 

104056 400 E Houston St.  (George) Maverick Building 1995 

103872 205 E Houston St.  Gunter Hotel 2007 

1150388 1015 Navarro St.   Havana Apts. 1986 

104033 300 E Travis St.  Hotel St. Anthony Intercontinental 1986 

103861 224 E Houston St.  Majestic Theater & Bldg. 1975 

103953 119 Taylor    Maverick-Carter House 1998 

101393 115 E Travis   Milam Building 2014 

1179658 A 100 Auditorium Cir. A  Municipal Auditorium (former) 1981 

101211 111 W Travis St.  Robert E Lee Hotel 1996 

101255 432 W Market St  San Antonio Drug Company 1994 

101338 235 E Commerce St.  San Antonio Loan & Trust Bldg. 1976 

104214 308 E Avenue E  Scottish Rite Cathedral 1996 

110964 310 S St. Marys St. Smith Young Tower 1991 

104030 A 315 E Pecan   St. Mark's Episcopal 1998 

101679 A   309 E Commerce St.  Staacke Bros. Bldg. 1980 

101679 B 315 E Commerce St.  Stevens Bldg. 1984 

1139008 102 W Crockett St.  The Casino Club Bldg.  1980 

104287 411 E 6th St.  Thiele House 1983 

103954 131 Taylor    Toltec Apartments 2010 

104152 220 Broadway    Traveler's Hotel  2015 

102071  300 Augusta    Ursuline Academy 1969 

101625 231 S Alamo St. Bombach House (La Villita) 1972 

101626 515 Villita St. Henshaw House (La Villita) 1972 

101627 511 Villita St. Dashiell House (La Villita) 1972 

101628 503 Villita St. Cos House (La Villita) 1972 
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Section 6 (Continued) 

 

Historic Functions:   DOMESTIC/single dwelling 

DOMESTIC/multiple dwelling 

DOMESTIC/hotel 

COMMERCE/business 

COMMERCE/professional 

COMMERCE/organizational 

COMMERCE/financial institution 

COMMERCE/specialty store 

COMMERCE/department store 

COMMERCE/restaurant 

SOCIAL/meeting hall 

SOCIAL/clubhouse 

SOCIAL/civic 

EDUCATION/schools 

EDUCATION/college 

EDUCATION/library 

EDUCATION/education-related 

RELIGION/religious facility 

RELIGION/church-related residence 

RECREATION AND CULTURE/theater 

RECREATION AND CULTURE/auditorium 

RECREATION AND CULTURE/music facility 

INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION/communications facility 

HEALTH CARE/hospital 

HEALTH CARE/medical business/office 

LANDSCAPE/park 

LANDSCAPE/plaza 

LANDSCAPE/street furniture/object 

TRANSPORTATION/road-related 

TRANSPORTATION/pedestrian-related 

 

Current Functions:    DOMESTIC/multiple dwelling 

DOMESTIC/hotel 

COMMERCE/business 

COMMERCE/professional 

COMMERCE/organizational 

COMMERCE/financial institution 

COMMERCE/specialty store 

COMMERCE/department store 

COMMERCE/restaurant 

SOCIAL/meeting hall 

SOCIAL/clubhouse 

SOCIAL/civic 

EDUCATION/college 

EDUCATION/education-related 

RELIGION/religious facility 

RELIGION/church-related residence 

RECREATION AND CULTURE/theater 
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RECREATION AND CULTURE/auditorium 

RECREATION AND CULTURE/music facility 

RECREATION AND CULTURE/museum 

INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION/communications facility 

HEALTH CARE/hospital 

HEALTH CARE/medical business/office 

LANDSCAPE/park 

LANDSCAPE/plaza 

LANDSCAPE/street furniture/object 

TRANSPORTATION/road-related 

TRANSPORTATION/pedestrian-related 
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Photograph Log  

 

San Antonio Downtown and River Walk Historic District 

San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas 

All digital photos are on file with City of San Antonio Office of Historic Preservation and the THC. 

 

Photos 1-34  

Photographed by A. Salinas 

August 2015 

 

Photos 35-63 

Photographed by Jenny Hay 

May 2016 

 

Photos 64-89 

Photographed by Cory Edwards 

June 2016 

 

Photo 1 

214 W Salinas, Garcia-Garza House 

Camera facing NW 

 

Photo 2 

119 Taylor, Maverick-Carter House 

Camera facing W 

 

Photo 3 

315 E Pecan, St. Markôs Episcopal 

Camera facing NW 

 

Photo 4 

308 Ave E, Scottish Rite Cathedral 

Camera facing NE 

 

Photo 5 

200/204 E Houston, Brady Building / Empire 

Theater 

Camera facing SE 

 

Photo 6 

300 E Travis, St. Anthony Hotel 

Camera facing SW 

 

Photo 7 

239 E Commerce, First National Bank 

Camera facing N 

 

Photo 8 

315 E Commerce, Stevens Building 

Camera facing NW 

Photo 9 

309 E Commerce, Staacke Brothers Building 

Camera facing N 

 

Photo 10 

425 E Commerce, Chas. H. Clifford Building 

Camera facing NW 

 

Photo 11 

235 E Commerce, San Antonio Loan & Trust 

Building 

Camera facing N 

 

Photo 12 

314/316 E Commerce, (Old) Alamo National Bank 

Building 

Camera facing SW 

 

Photo 13 

401 E Houston, Burns Building 

Camera facing NE 

 

Photo 14 

214 Broadway, Calcasieu Building 

Camera facing NE 

 

Photo 15 

1015 Navarro, The Havana 

Camera facing N 
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Photo 16 

515 McCullough, First Baptist Church, Auditorium 

Camera facing E 

 

Photo 17 

104 N St. Maryôs, Aztec Theater 

Camera facing NE 

 

Photo 18 

216/230 E Houston, The Majestic Theater 

Camera facing SE 

 

Photo 19 

111 W Travis, Robert E. Lee Hotel 

Camera facing NE 

 

Photo 20 

603 Navarro, Central Trust Company Building 

Camera facing NW 

 

Photo 21 

152 E Pecan, Builderôs Exchange Building 

Camera facing SW 

 

Photo 22 

201 N St. Maryôs, City Public Service Building 

Camera facing SW 

 

Photo 23 

102 W Crockett, San Antonio Casino Club Building 

Camera facing SW 

 

Photo 24 

310 S St. Maryôs, Smith-Young Tower 

Camera facing SE 

 

Photo 25 

115 E Travis, Milam Building 

Camera facing NE 

 

Photo 26 

105 Auditorium Circle, Southwestern Bell 

Telephone Building 

Camera facing SW 

 

Photo 27 

420 Broadway, San Antonio Light Building 

Camera facing S 

 

 

Photo 28 

315 E Houston, Kress Building 

Camera facing NE 

 

Photo 29 

430 Soledad, National Bank of Commerce Building 

Camera facing NE 

 

Photo 30 

110 Lexington (El Tropicano Hotel) 

Camera facing NE 

 

Photo 31 

200 S Alamo, Hilton Palacio del Rio 

Camera facing SW 

 

Photo 32 

601 N St. Maryôs, Real Estate Building 

Photo taken November 2017 by Ann McGlone 

Camera facing NW 

 

Photo 33 

405 Broadway, Alamo Travelodge Motel 

Camera facing NW 

 

Photo 34 

112 E Pecan, Weston Centre 

Camera facing SE 

 

Photo 35 

Block 2 (Richmond Ave Bridge S23 to Romana 

Street Bridge S24),  

Bench, drainage well, and crepe myrtles 

Camera facing SW 

 

Photo 36 

Block 3 (Romana Street S24 to N St. Maryôs Street 

Bridge S26) 

Navarro stairs, Camera facing SW 

 

Photo 37 

Block 3 (Romana Street S24 to N St. Maryôs Street 

Bridge S26) 

Looking downriver around bend 

Camera facing SW 
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Photo 38 

Block 4 (N St Maryôs Street Bridge S26 to Augusta 

Street Bridge S07) 

Pre-Hugman staircase 

Camera facing E 

 

Photo 39 

Block 4 (N St Maryôs Street Bridge S26 to Augusta 

Street Bridge S07) 

Wagon wheel landing 

Camera facing W 

 

Photo 40 

Block 5 (Augusta Street Bridge S07 to Convent 

Street Bridge S10) 

Tiered shrub beds, boat landing, and Soledad Street 

entrance 

Camera facing W 

 

Photo 41 

Block 8 (Pecan Street Bridge S20 to Travis Street 

Bridge S28) 

Milam springs 

Camera facing W 

 

Photo 42 

Block 9 (Travis Street Bridge S28 to Houston 

Bridge S12) 

Cantilevered walkway 

Camera facing NW 

 

Photo 43 

Block 10 (Houston Bridge S12 to Upper Flood Gate) 

Balcony 

Camera facing NE 

 

Photo 44 

Block 10 (Houston Bridge S12 to Upper Flood Gate) 

Cypress trees 

Camera facing W 

 

Photo 45 

Block 10 (Houston Bridge S12 to Upper Flood Gate) 

Recycled walls 

Camera facing W 

 

Photo 46 

Block 10 (Houston Bridge S12 to Upper Flood Gate) 

Twinned cypress tree 

Camera facing SE 

Photo 47 

Block 10 (Houston Bridge S12 to Upper Flood Gate) 

Lagoon, cypress trees, and Houston Street Bridge 

S12 

Camera facing N 

Photo 48 

Block 11 (Upper Flood Gate to St. Maryôs Bridge 

S25) 

Tile Mural 

Camera facing N 

 

Photo 49 

Block 12 (St. Maryôs Bridge S25 to Navarro Street 

Bridge S18) 

Majestic cascade 

Camera facing NE 

 

Photo 50 

Block 12 (St. Maryôs Bridge S25 to Navarro Street 

Bridge S18) 

Pedestrian bridge 

Camera facing E 

 

Photo 51 

Block 14 (Presa N Street Bridge S21 to Crockett E 

Bridge S11) 

Floating walk 

Camera facing W 

 

Photo 52 

Block 15 (Crockett E Bridge S11 to Commerce 

Street Bridge / Jones Bridge S08) 

Twisted stair column 

Camera facing N 

 

Photo 53 

Block 15 (Crockett E Bridge S11 to Commerce 

Street Bridge / Jones Bridge S08) 

Hugman Bust and office 

Camera facing W 

 

Photo 54 

HemisFair / Convention Center Extension 

Pedestrian bridge 

Camera facing W 
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Photo 55 

HemisFair / Convention Center Extension 

Visitors Center / SA Chamber of Commerce 

(109824) 

Camera facing E 

 

Photo 56 

Block 17 (Market Street Bridge 2 S15 to Presa Street 

Bridge S22) 

Rositaôs Bridge 

Camera facing NW 

 

Photo 57 

Block 17 (Market Street Bridge 2 S15 to Presa Street 

Bridge S22) 

Plaque on Rositaôs Bridge 

Camera facing W 

 

Photo 58 

Block 17 (Market Street Bridge 2 S15 to Presa Street 

Bridge S22) 

Palacio del Rio and pedestrian bridge 

Camera facing N 

 

Photo 59 

Arneson Theater  

Concession building 

Camera facing SW 

 

Photo 60 

Seating 

Camera facing SW 

 

Photo 61 

Arneson Theater 

Stage house 

Camera facing W 

 

Photo 62 

Block 19 (Mill Bridge S17 to St. Maryôs S Street 

Bridge S27) 

Curved midblock stairway 

Camera facing E 

 

Photo 63 

Block 20 (St. Maryôs S Street Bridge S27 to Lower 

Floodgate) 

Floodgate 

Camera facing SW 

 

Photo 64 

Travis Park, Monument 

Camera facing NW 

 

Photo 65 

Broadway, with San Antonio Light and YMCA 

Buildings 

Camera facing NE 

 

Photo 66 

Augusta Street at San Antonio River 

Camera facing SE 

 

Photo 67 

St. Maryôs Street, with Builderôs Exchange Building 

Camera facing S 

 

Photo 68 

E Martin Street, with National Bank of Commerce 

Bldg 

Camera facing W 

 

Photo 69 

N Alamo Street 

Camera facing S 

 

Photo 70 

Broadway Street, with Goggan Building 

Camera facing SW 

 

Photo 71 

Travis Street 

Camera facing W 

 

Photo 72 

San Antonio Express News Building 

Camera facing N 

 

Photo 73 

100 Block of E Houston, with Gunter Hotel 

Camera facing NE 

 

Photo 74 

200 Block of E Houston, with Frost Brothers Dept. 

Store 

Camera facing NE 

 

Photo 75 

300 Block E Houston, with Peck / Vogue Building 

Camera facing NE  
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Photo 76 

300 Block of E Houston 

Camera facing W 

 

Photo 77 

George Maverick Building 

Camera facing SE 

 

Photo 78 

South St. Maryôs Street, with St. Maryôs Church 

Camera facing S 

 

Photo 79 

College Street, with Old St. Maryôs Academy 

Building 

Camera facing SE 

 

Photo 80 

100 Block of E Commerce, with George Witte 

Building 

Camera facing NE 

 

Photo 81 

100 Block of E Commerce, with Sullivan Bank 

Building 

Camera facing NW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 82 

200 Block of E Commerce, with Karatkin Furniture 

Building 

Camera facing NE 

 

Photo 83 

200 Block of Losoya, with Losoya Hotel Building 

Camera facing NW 

 

Photo 84 

San Antonio Drug Company 

Camera facing SE 

 

Photo 85 

400 Block of E Commerce 

Camera facing SE 

 

Photo 86 

400 Block of E Commerce 

Camera facing NW 

 

Photo 87 

Plaza Hotel from Villita Street 

Camera facing NW 

 

Photo 88 

South end of district, with Smith-Young Tower 

Camera facing NW Photo 

 

Photo 89 

Hermann Sons Lodge and Association Buildings 

Camera facing SW
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Description 

 

The San Antonio Downtown and River Walk Historic District is in the heart of the city's central business district, 

and its historic building stock reflects nearly three centuries of the cityôs settlement and commercial, physical and 

architectural development. Winding through the center is the San Antonio River, which has not only shaped the 

development of downtown, but was itself shaped by the very nature of its urban environment. The district adjoins 

three National Register districts: Main & Military Plaza Historic District to the west, Alamo Plaza Historic 

District to the east, and La Villita Historic District to the south. The nominated district includes 172 contributing 

buildings, and 24 contributing structures, including vehicular bridges and the San Antonio River Walk. The 

district includes 33 individually-listed resources and 134 locally-designated resources. Overall, the retains a good 

degree of integrity, and is nominated under Criterion A in the areas of Commerce and Community Planning and 

Development, and Criterion C, in the area of Architecture, at the state level of significance. 

 

General Characteristics 

  

Downtown San Antonio is generally defined by the Interstate Highways that loop around the central core (IH-10 

to the west and south, IH-35 to the west and north, and IH-37 to the east). Immediately surrounding the core, 

major arterials that were introduced as part of the Urban Renewal movement include Santa Rosa Street, a north-

south bypass to the west of downtown, and E Cesar E. Chavez Blvd. (formerly Durango), an east-west bypass to 

the south of downtown. Commerce and Market Streets serve as the main east-west passages through the core, 

with Flores, St. Maryôs, and Navarro Streets serving as the main north-south passages. The Broadway Corridor 

originates at its intersection with E Houston Street and extends north of downtown towards Brackenridge Park. 

The South Alamo Corridor originates to the south of Alamo Plaza at its intersection with E. Commerce Street and 

extends south of downtown towards the La Villita, King William, and Lavaca Historic Districts.  

 

The street and lot layout of downtown San Antonio is largely rectilinear, with a few exceptions where 

development conformed to the bend of the San Antonio River and the Spanish Colonial Acequias that once 

traversed the area. For example, Broadway Street (which heading south becomes Losoya Street and South Alamo 

Street) generally runs parallel to the Acequia Madre system while S St. Maryôs follows the path of the Pajalache 

Acequia heading south from the horseshoe bend of the San Antonio River. Heading North from Downtown San 

Antonio, all cross streets are perpendicular to the San Antonio River which runs from northeast to southwest. As a 

result, the street grid north of downtown is at a diagonal to the central core of downtown. The buildings in the 

district represent a range of building types and uses, but are largely representative of the development of 

downtown San Antonio as a destination for commerce and entertainment. Houston Street between St. Maryôs and 

Losoya is particularly intact and contains and dense collection of multi-story retail destinations, theaters, hotels, 

and office buildings. Institutional destinations, including churches and auditoriums, contribute to the diverse 

composition of the district. There is a lack of governmental buildings in the district, as those building types are 

centralized around Main & Military Plazas.  

 

The majority (roughly 65%) of buildings in Downtown San Antonio are simple, two-part commercial blocks 

ranging from one to three stories in height. Taller buildings include both two- and three-part vertical blocks. 

About 15% of buildings are midrise, ranging from four to seven stories. These are more common along major 

corridors such as Broadway, Houston Street, and St. Maryôs Street. High rise buildings of eight stories or more 

(roughly 20%) are distributed evenly across the district with the Tower Life building marking the southernmost, 

high-density resource at thirty stories.  

 

Stylistically, buildings in the district range from modest storefronts with little architectural expression to dramatic, 

revival-period buildings from the late 19th and early 20th centuries. What uniquely characterizes downtown San 

Antonio is the presence of its Mid-19th Century vernacular and early revival buildings, such as the Ursuline 

Academy Campus (1851) and St. Maryôs Academy (1855), as well as 19th-Century homesteads. There are nine 
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residential buildings remaining in the district which were almost completely replaced by commercial buildings by 

the mid-1920s. Significant homes include the Maverick-Carter House (1894), Flannery House (1899), Wolfson 

House (1888), and Thiele House (1878). 

 

Although high-density development is sporadic across the district, multiple developmental nodes with common 

construction periods and building types can be observed within the district. The 100 and 200 blocks of Broadway 

feature a dense cluster of buildings with a uniform building height. Buildings on the East side of Broadway at this 

node were constructed within a span of just a few years. Beginning with the six-story Moore Building (in the 

Alamo Plaza District), the Broadway corridor is well-defined by the Bedell Building (1918) at six stories, the 

Calcasieu Building (1914) at six stories, and Travelerôs Hotel (1914) at seven stories. Opposite the Moore 

Building on Broadway is the Neisnerôs Brothers Building (c.1940) at five stories. 

 

From the 1920s to the 1940s, Houston Street became the premier destination street for retail and entertainment. 

Even as activity in the downtown core declined, the collection of Department Stores, Theaters, and Office 

Buildings from this time remains remarkably intact. Although the buildings range in height, type, and scale, 

Houston Street retains a high degree of integrity and features a relatively intact street wall representing nearly 40 

years of development downtown. Notable Buildings include the Peck / Vogue Building (c.1900) at 6 stories, 

Gunter Hotel (1909) at 12 stories, Burns Building (1912), Brady Building (1914), Frost Brothers Department 

Store (1917) at 3 stories, Bennett Building (1917) at 4 stories, Central Trust Building (1920) at 12 stories, 

Maverick Building (1922) at 9 stories, Majestic Theater Building (1929) at 14 stories, and Kress Building (1938) 

at 5 stories. 

 

The spirit and character of downtown San Antonio are reinforced by a strong connection to the San Antonio 

River. At nearly every street intersection with the river, a public stairway leading below the street level to the 

River Walk can be found. Many of public stairways, walkways, bridges, and landscape elements are original to 

the Robert Hugman improvements completed in 1941, and feature designs that evoke an ñOld Worldò experience. 

A few River Walk elements are remnants of the original linear River Park created during the City Beautiful 

movement at the turn of the century. The horseshoe bend and northern extension of the River Walk towards 

Lexington Avenue feature lush landscaping and mature Bald Cypress tree that predate much of the 1940s River 

Walk development. Todayôs dining patios and shops at the river level encourage pedestrian activity and convey 

the history of the parkôs development over time. The River Walk is a significant cultural landscape, and for the 

purposes of this nomination, it is treated as a singular contributing structure. A block-by-block description of 

River Walk features is included in this section. 

 

Architectural Themes 

 

The ñOld Worldò feeling of the River Walk continues at the street level through the unique and varied architecture 

of downtown San Antonio. Revival styles and exotic architectural detailing were particularly prevalent during the 

building boom of 1918-1930 that characterizes the most significant buildings in the district, most which are clad 

in tan or brown brick, and feature natural stone at the ground level, with terra cotta or cast stone ornamentation at 

uppermost levels or cornice. Buff brick was also prevalent during this period and is commonly found on high rise 

buildings built after 1920.  

 

In buildings constructed during the 1920s and beyond, exterior ornamentation was created almost exclusively 

using cast stone as an alternative to terra cotta. In Spanish Colonial Revival buildings, cast stone designs often 

included elements of Spanish Baroque ornamentation such as shields, Solomonic columns, cherubs, and floral 

designs. Examples of this Spanish Baroque influence in the Downtown San Antonio District include the Voss 

Metal Works Showroom (1921), the San Antonio Light Building (1931), the former Texas Theater façade (1926), 

and Majestic Theater (1929). Auditorium Circle was developed between 1925 and 1929 with several new 

buildings also exhibiting this unified theme: Municipal Auditorium (1926), Battle Creek Health Center (c.1926), 
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Martin Wright Electric Company (1928), and Jefferson Standard Life Insurance Company (1929). Perhaps the 

most outstanding example of Spanish Baroque influence is the Southwestern Bell Telephone Building (1929) 

which features extensive ornamentation (in terra cotta) on the first three stories. Cast stone is also seen in several 

high-rise buildings as a method for mass-producing gothic revival ornamentation and relief sculptures including 

the Milam Building (1928) and the Builders Exchange (1925). More exotic interpretations are found in the Casino 

Club Building (1926) and Aztec Theater (1926) which feature decorative Mayan Revival cast stone elements at 

their entrances. Clay barrel tile, glazed ceramic tiles, and other materials common to the Spanish Eclectic style are 

also commonly used after 1920 and are believed to be popularized by the Spanish Colonial Missions in San 

Antonio. Examples include the Green Gate Building (1927), the Spires-Douglas Buick Co. (1924), the Plaza 

Hotel (1926), and the Montgomery Ward Building (1928). 

 

Survey and Evaluation 

 

Over 75% of the buildings in the district are contributing resources, which is exceptional for a city of its size. An 

additional 25 contributing structures (bridges and public improvements) are identified which further support the 

integrity of the district. In 2015, Sue Ann Pemberton of Mainstreet Architects completed an initial survey to 

determine possible boundaries for the district. The survey sought to identify as many buildings as possible which 

may contribute to a unified downtown district, but excluded previously-listed districts (Alamo Plaza, Main & 

Military Plaza, and La Villita) in hopes to identify a new district which would be contiguous with the existing 

districts. There are approximately 466 locally-designated landmarks in the greater Central Business District. 

Survey efforts focused on areas that contained high concentrations of these landmarks since they were expected to 

contribute to a National Register district. A total of 225 buildings and structures were inventoried as part of the 

survey which was organized around the central core and Broadway Corridor. Based on the results of the survey, 

the district boundaries were established based on the following criteria: the boundary represented a distinct 

change in building scale and/or lot density, the immediate blocks outside of a boundary lacked any contributing 

resources, or the boundary was shared with an existing district.  

 

Contributing  properties retain the essential physical features that made up their character or appearance during 

the period of its association with the district. A contributing property need not be unaltered, as it is common for 

commercial buildings to have received some alterations to accommodate changes in marketing and use of the 

buildings over the years. Common changes to historic downtown buildings include replacement of the original 

storefronts with larger glass and metal storefronts, recladding of some or all the exterior façade materials 

including painting of brick, replacement of original windows, parapet or roof alterations, removal of architectural 

details or more extreme changes such as additions that do not complement the original building. In a few cases, 

metal or wood cladding has been applied to façades, obscuring the original materials and architectural details, but 

condition could be easily reversed. The Real Estate Building (1927), while fully obscured by a metal screen 

installed in the 1960s, retains its original terra cotta ornamentation and brick veneer behind the metal screen. 

Where there is little evidence that any original materials remain, or the application of a material has permanently 

damaged or destroyed the original appearance of a building, the property is classified as noncontributing. 

 

Noncontributing properties are those which detract from the districtôs historic character and appearance. These 

properties may be of recent construction, be historic buildings that possess little or no architectural or historic 

significance that relate to the district, or have experienced such drastic alterations that the original building is 

unrecognizable and no longer retains its historic appearance. Many of these properties have been severely altered 

through multiple changes, resulting in a modification of their original form, massing and overall appearance. 

Changes that can affect integrity include the replacement of original windows, doors, and storefronts, removal of 

architectural details or a more extreme change to the building massing or removal of major or all architectural 

features. Alone, these alterations do not necessarily justify a propertyôs classification as noncontributing, but 

collectively they may destroy a propertyôs ability to convey the significance of the districtôs time and place. In 
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total, 172 contributing buildings are identified in the Downtown San Antonio District, and an additional 50 

buildings are noncontributing. 

 

Because the district is large, property identifiers that are keyed to county parcel identification numbers were used 

in the survey. Use of this number allows for survey data to be joined with property data in GIS layers and aid in 

map production and record keeping. As in many urban districts, building footprints are often identical to the 

parcel boundaries, with only a few instances of multiple buildings located on a single parcel. In instances where 

multiple buildings occur, a unique, sequential resource identifier is provided for each individual building. The 

resource identifier is keyed to both the map and inventory of resources provided in this section. 

 

The character of the district is defined not only by its buildings, but also by its wealth of historic infrastructure, 

including 22 historic vehicular bridges. Most these are concrete bridges, built during public projects between 1915 

and 1929. Three 19th Century Berlin Iron bridges are also located in the district, at Augusta Street (S07), Crockett 

Street (S11), and S. Presa Street (S22). 

 

Two important urban parks are also included in the inventory. Travis Park (S30) is deeply rooted in the history of 

San Antonio, and the central monument (removed in 2017) conveyed themes associated with the Reconstruction 

Period following the Civil War. The park nevertheless retains integrity as an important public space. The San 

Antonio River Walk (S01) has functioned historically has a linear park and retains that classification today. The 

River Walk is characterized by an extensive collection of unique pedestrian bridges, public stairs, walkways, 

planters, fountains, and other landscape features. The pedestrian bridges were included in the survey, but not 

listed as separate elements outside of the River Walk. Not only is the River Walk a recreational amenity, it also 

serves an important function as it was developed as an important component to the Cityôs greater flood control 

measures taken following the 1921 flood. More recently, the role of the River Walk has been expanded to include 

transportation as a designated hike and bike trail extending north and south from downtown. 
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REPRESENTATIVE BUILDINGS  
 

Contributing Buildings (1856-1917) 

 

RESOURCE 101734 ï 214 W Salinas (Garcia / Garza House) 

The Garcia-Garza House is an excellent example of a mid-19th century 

home in San Antonio. The earliest section, built about 1856, is a one-story 

series of caliche-block rooms on the northeast corner of the property, 

facing Salinas Street. A columned veranda runs along the main facade. 

The second part, built about 1900, is a long, two-story, brick building 

attached to the southwest corner of the original structure by its double 

gallery, which faces the inside of the lot. The third part, erected about 

1910, is a two- story, brick-veneer addition to the west end of the original 

structure. It is of solid brick and has been stuccoed. The fourth addition, 

made in 1982, consists of limestone- faced rooms which abut the rear 

(south) wall of the original house. This addition is inconspicuous, and is 

sited on the rear of the property. Hence it does not seriously compromise 

the integrity of the older structures. (NR Listed) 

 

RESOURCE 103953 - 119 Taylor (Maverick-Carter House) 

The 1893 Maverick-Carter House is a 3-story limestone building with a 

basement and a rooftop observatory surrounded by a widowôs walk added 

c.1925. Designed by San Antonio architect Alfred Giles, the house is only 

one of two large 19th century residences that remain standing in a once-

stylish neighborhood just north of San Antonioôs business district. The 

23-room house exhibits Richardsonian Romanesque detailing. Changes 

include the observatory, conversion of the first-floor library to a chapel, 

and the addition of stained glass windows, all made c.1925. The site was 

modified in 1920 when the San Antonio River channel, immediately west 

of the house, was altered. The house is in excellent condition and retains a 

remarkable degree of architectural integrity. (NR Listed) 

 

RESOURCE 104030 - 315 E Pecan (St. Markôs Episcopal Church) 

The sanctuary of St. Markôs Episcopal Church in San Antonio, 

constructed between 1859 and 1875, is a Gothic Revival building 

designed by master architect Richard Upjohn. The church stands just 

north of Travis Park in the heart of old residential San Antonio. With its 

peaked roof, Gothic arches, buttressed walls and deep chancel, the church 

is an excellent and very early Texas example of 19th century Gothic 

Revival architecture. Its elaborate interior features wooden trusses, 

octagonal wooden columns, and art-glass windows, all proceeding toward 

a chancel and altar area raised above the main floor. In 1949 architect 

Henry Steinbomer added to the sanctuary a narthex, bell tower, and 

cloister. Connecting additions by the firm of architect Alfred Giles in 

complementary Gothic variations, include the 1926 Parish Hall, 1927 

Education Building, and the small 1951 Bethlehem Chapel immediately 

west of the Upjohn church. (NR Listed) 
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RESOURCE 104214 - 308 E Avenue E (Scottish Rite Cathedral) 

The 1924 Scottish Rite Cathedral is a masonry building of Classical 

Revival design that rises 5½ stories at its highest point. It was designed by 

architects Herbert M. Greene and Ralph Cameron with work by sculptor 

Pompeo Coppini. While flat roofs cap flanking dependencies, the main 

block has a front facing gable and the projecting, center of the building 

has a pyramidal terra cotta roof. The exterior walls are stone with terra 

cotta ornamentation. Most noteworthy is the colonnade of colossal 

columns that distinguishes the main block. The cathedral's interior is 

opulent and continues the classical theme. On a corner lot at the edge of 

San Antonio's central business district, the cathedral faces northwest onto 

Avenue E. It retains a high level of its historic and architectural integrity. 

(NR Listed) 

 

RESOURCE 103857 - 200/204 E Houston (Brady Blg./Empire Theater) 

The Brady Building constructed as offices and a theater in 1914. It was 

designed by Mauran, Russell and Garden. The building is a rectangular, 8-

story steel frame and tan brick building with terra cotta trim. At the southeast 

corner of Houston and South St. Maryôs Streets, the buildingôs original office 

tower comprises the northern portion of the building. The southwest and 

southeast corners of the building to the fourth floor form the theater facade 

and are brick with only a few window openings.  The east elevation forms a 

party wall with the adjacent building.  (NR Listed) 

 

RESOURCE 104033 - 300 E Travis (St. Anthony Hotel) 

The ten-story St. Anthony Hotel occupies an entire block facing the south 

side of Travis Park. In 1935, the two reinforced concrete towers were 

incorporated into one building with a common facade. Spanish Colonial 

Revival details evident in the earlier structures were repeated. The hotel 

became recognized as a "world-class" hostelry. The primary facade is on 

Travis Street, and includes the two main entrances. The west entrance is 

somewhat more elegantly detailed, primarily as it serves as a pedestrian 

entrance, with the east entrance designed for vehicular traffic. (NR Listed) 
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RESOURCE 1013635 - 239 E Commerce (First National Bank Building) 

The old San Antonio National Bank building was erected during the years 1885 

and 1886 by George W. Brackenridge. This structure which has a long, narrow 

plan and typical Victorian massing on its facades is decorated on its exterior with 

a profusion of Moorish or Saracenic elements which make the relatively small 

commercial structure a delightfully fanciful banking house. This sort of 

corporate banking image conveyed by the structure was a drastic departure from 

the new classic edifices usually associated with banking. (NR Listed) 

 

 

RESOURCE 101679 - 315 E Commerce (Stevens Building) 

The Stevens Building is a three-story, masonry, commercial building 

located in downtown San Antonio. The street facade of the building 

reflects the flamboyant character of commercial architecture in the early 

1890s, featuring oriel windows on the second floor and a recessed loggia 

with a protruding balcony on the third floor. Red granite, pressed brick, 

and carved limestone are all used on the main facade, providing a variety 

of finishes and textures. It was designed by architect J. Riely Gordon and 

built in 1891. (NR Listed) 

 

RESOURCE 101679 - 309 E Commerce (Staacke Brothers Building) 

The Staacke Brothers Building, located at 309 E. Commerce Street, was built in 

1894 to house the successful carriage business of A. F. Staacke. The narrow, 

rectangular building fronts 42 feet on E. Commerce Street and originally 

extended 300 feet to W. Crockett Street. The three-story, commercial structure 

with a basement is distinguished by a stone facade which exhibits Renaissance 

Revival details. The east and west walls, architecturally less significant, are 

constructed of tan brick and rubble stone. The Staacke Building, as well as the 

adjoining Stevens Building, were designed by local architect James Riely 

Gordon. (NR Listed) 
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RESOURCE 101654 ï 425 E Commerce (Chas H. Clifford Blg.) 

The Clifford Building is a four-story, L-plan Romanesque Revival 

commercial building with rusticated stone at the ground floor and brick 

at the upper floors. Bricks on the fourth floor are set in a diamond 

pattern. The eastern ell features a semi-circular plan with a conical roof 

over this portion. A tower feature is centrally located in the plan and is 

embellished with rounded arch openings and brick corbels. The 

building features one-over-one wood sash windows with stone sills and 

lintels. Windows on the third floor feature rounded arch openings. It 

was designed by acclaimed architect J. Riely Gordon and built in 1893. 

 

RESOURCE 101338 - 235 E Commerce (San Antonio Loan & Trust) 

San Antonio Loan and Trust Building was built in 1901-1903 and was designed 

by architect G. Voorhees. The five-story masonry building stylistically blends 

Victorian and Classic details to form a pleasingly elegant exterior facade. 

Fronting Commerce to the south, and Crockett to the north, the building is 

uniquely situated, with the Crockett Street front facing the River Walk. The 

original door was recessed and raised six steps from the street level. The 

molded tin cornice that caps the south end of the building has scroll bracketing 

in a manner reminiscent of Italianate Victorian, and is topped by a solid 

balustrade. (NR Listed) 

 

 

RESOURCE 101807 ï 314 / 316 E Commerce (Old Alamo National Bank) 

The Old Alamo National Bank Building is an eight-story office building whose 

street elevations are faced with gray granite. It was constructed in 1902 and 

designed by San Antonio architect James Wahrenberger, in association with the 

firm of Coughlin and Ayres. The structure features Renaissance details, 

including giant-order Corinthian engaged columns on the fourth and fifth floors. 

It was relocated to accommodate the widening of Commerce Street in 1913. 

The uppermost three floors were added in 1916. (NR Listed) 
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RESOURCE 104123 - 401 E Houston (Burns Building) 

The Burns Building was constructed in 1918 and was designed by Fort 

Worth architects Sanguinet and Staats in association with San Antonio 

architect Charles Boelhauwe. The 5-story building is of reinforced 

concrete and masonry construction with terra cotta, cast-stone and marble 

trim. The building originally consisted of four stories, however a fifth 

floor was added sometime between 1950 and 1955. The exterior is 

modern in appearance with regularly spaced Chicago-style windows. The 

lower four floors are constructed of brick on a reinforced concrete frame 

and the fifth floor is built of brick directly on the original buildingôs 

parapet. Gothic details and classical moldings decorate the otherwise 

simple exterior. The Burns Building retains a high degree of integrity as 

an early 20th century commercial building. (NR Listed) 

 

RESOURCE 104149 - 214 Broadway (Calcasieu Building) 

The 1914 Calcasieu Building is a 6-story 2-part vertical block commercial 

building with basement, built in the Chicago style. The building is on the 

southernmost edge of Broadway in downtown San Antonio at the 

northeast corner of Broadway and Travis Streets. The building fronts east 

onto Broadway and is set close to the street. Character defining features 

of the brick veneer facade include terra cotta ornamentation, a metal and 

neon sign, and metal fire stairs. The plan is L-shaped and the gravel roof 

is flat. The exterior displays an ebullient frieze with decorative brackets 

and dentils. The interior contains decorative tile in the lobby as well as 

classical detailing at the cornice level. The building retains a high degree 

of historic integrity, and is an early and important commercial work of a 

master, Atlee B. Ayres. (NR Listed) 

 

RESOURCE 1150388 - 1015 Navarro (The Havana) 

The Havana is a free-standing, three-story Mediterranean Revival 

building located on the southern bank of the San Antonio River at the 

Romano Street Bridge in northern downtown San Antonio, Texas. It was 

constructed in 1914 by German immigrant, Edward Franz Melcher. 

Originally built as a hotel, its most prominent features are its red pressed 

metal shingle roofs, the twin three-story towers at the west elevation, and 

its interior porches and cast stone balustrades. White cast stone window 

sills and lintels accent the light tan brick exterior of the building. In the 

interior, a lobby with an elaborate diagonally coffered ceiling connects 

the main entry on the west with the central stair core at the center of the 

building around which the building's rooms are organized. (NR Listed) 
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Contributing Buildings (1918-1930) 

  

 

RESOURCE 104247 A ï 515 McCullough A (First Baptist Church) 

The auditorium / sanctuary building for the First Baptist Church is an 

octagonal, auditorium-style building with Byzantine / Romanesque 

Revival ornamentation. The exterior features brick cladding with cast 

stone ornamentation and a clay tile roof. Rounded arch window and door 

openings are supported by Corinthian columns on the south and west 

façades. Blind arches are located along the perimeter of the second story 

and on the gabled portion over the southwest entrance. The building was 

designed by architect Will Noonan and completed in 1925. 

 

 

RESOURCE 101332 - 104 N St Maryôs (Aztec Theater and Building) 

The 1926 Aztec Theater is a 6-story masonry, 2-part vertical block 

commercial building with applied Mayan Revival detailing. A flat roof 

caps exterior walls of brown scored brick with cast stone ornamentation. 

The theater's interior is noteworthy for its opulent references to 

Mesoamerican design influences. On a corner lot, the theater and office 

building faces west onto North St. Mary's Street. It retains a high level of 

its historic integrity, with few alterations. The Aztec Theater is a notable 

example of the distinctly American motion picture palace, a product of 

the prosperous and extravagant 1920s. The theater is a spectacular 

representative of the "exotic theme" motion picture palace, which took its 

stylistic direction from cultures distant in time or place. (NR Listed) 

 

 

RESOURCE 103861 ï 216 / 230 E Houston (The Majestic Theater) 

The Majestic Theater was built as a part of a 15-story office building, capped by 

a three-story residential penthouse. The Theater occupies parts of the first six 

floors of the office building. Except for the marquee and ornamental ticket 

kiosk, the Theater is not architecturally elaborate on the exterior. Exterior walls 

are of solid brick or of brick with clay tile back-up. The brick facade is trimmed 

with cast stone. It was designed by Chicago architect John Eberson and opened 

in 1929. (NR Listed) 
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RESOURCE 101211 - 111 W Travis (Robert E Lee Hotel) 

Constructed in 1922-23 to the designs of prominent architect Herbert S. 

Green, this 3-part vertical block features detailing drawn from the 

Classical Revival style. Cast stone sheathing on the first two floors 

provides a visual base for seven floors of red brick masonry surmounted 

by a richly ornamented upmost floor. The building occupies a prominent 

site in San Antonio's downtown commercial center. Partial demolition in 

1988 removed a lateral 1-story retail wing and most historic fenestration. 

(NR Listed) 

 

RESOURCE 1061705 - 603 Navarro (Central Trust Company Building) 

The Central Trust Company Building at 603 Navarro Street is a twelve-story, 

Beaux Arts Style commercial/office building in San Antonio's central business 

district. It was constructed in 1919 and designed by the architectural firm of 

Sanguinet and Staats in association with local architects, Atlee B. Ayers and 

Charles T. Boelhauwe. With a steel and reinforced concrete frame, the 

structure's tripartite composition features a different exterior finish in each 

section: green granite veneer base, buff brick shaft, and terra-cotta capital. The 

streetside (east and south) facades are symmetrical and display ornate, terra- 

cotta detailing. The rear (north and west) sides are significantly less grand in 

their ornamentation and exterior finishes but exhibit some Classical elements. 

(NR Listed) 

 

 

RESOURCE 103841 ï 201 N St. Maryôs (City Public Service Building) 

The San Antonio City Public Service Company (CPS) Building was constructed 

in 1921 as a 3-story building, and was enlarged to six stories in 1927 as the 

city's utility needs increased. After CPS outgrew the building in the middle 

1950s, it was sold and remodeled for commercial offices and called the 

Petroleum Commerce Building. The original 1921 building was designed by 

Atlee B. Ayres, who together with his son Robert M. Ayres, designed the 1927 

addition. Ayres and Ayres also designed basement and ground floor remodelings 

in 1930, 1937, and 1942. The building is in the center of the downtown business 

district at 201 North St. Mary's Street within the original "Horseshoe Bend" of 

the San Antonio River that forms the south and west boundaries of the site. (NR 

Listed) 
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